	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	10/8/08
	8:30 AM
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 8:32 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; Larry Cornell; Mike McKee; Dan Tagliente; John Troy

	attendees
	Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Carol Deloff; Carl Bullock; Manny Lann; Ashley Sramek; Kristen Monroe; Mark Suben, County Attorney; Judy Davison

	not present
	Kathie Wilcox

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Spaulding moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Tagliente.  All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes approved as printed. 


	Agenda topics

	Resolution ~ Social Services
NO.1 – Amend Budget - Transfer

	Discussion
	Ms. Price called for a motion.  Mr. Tagliente moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding

	Ms. Monroe said this money is in the budget, but under a different program. This year the department has seen a shift of more children in the juvenile delinquent program, which has necessitated the transfer. Ms. Monroe said that she is still projecting less money spent than last year.


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Youth Bureau
NO.2 – Resource Allocation plan/NYS Office of Children and Family Services

	Discussion
	Ms. Price called for a motion.  Mr. Spaulding moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. McKee

	Mr. Lann told the committee that this is money from the state, and that it is a tentative amount. He got the number from taking last year’s allocation and reducing it by six percent.

	

	Conclusions
	All members voted in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	

	Department Reports: 

Area Agency on Aging – Carol Deloff

	Discussion
	· The Office of Aging held its senior enrichment day at SUNY Cortland with about 170 people in attendance. 
· Immunization clinics, which for many years were open only to seniors, are now open to anyone 18-years-old and over. 

· There are 410 HEAP applications waiting to be processed, and there is a vacancy in the position that processes them, but it will be filled Oct. 20.

· The McGraw Senior Center is looking to hire a food service helper.

	

	Employment & Training Grant Administration – Judy Davison

	Discussion
	· Ms. Davison told the committee that E&T had received an incentive grant for $16,336 for meeting three performance bench marks for the year. The money will be used for $2,500 for a youth fair in Cayuga County next year, $1,000 to reserves for equipment, $3,000 for website expenses, as the NYS Labor department will no longer host the site. About another $4,000 for staff training in each office.

· Robin Sandwick is working on a lot of dislocations, especially from Borg Warner, in providing rapid response services to those who are being laid off. 

	

	Youth Bureau – Manny Lann

	Discussion
	· Mr. Lann told the committee that the Youth Leadership Program begins Oct. 21, with 36 kids, at the Beard Building on Main Street. 
· The Miracle Program is up and running, with three individuals who have accepted sites at the Youth Bureau, Lime Hollow Nature Center and YWCA.

	

	Veterans Affairs – Carl Bullock


	Discussion
	· The Veterans Office is providing veterans with flu shots, at no cost to the veterans. If a veteran would like a vaccination, all they have to do is call the office to set up an appointment.
· President Bush has passed federal legislation that will assist in funding a variety of veterans programs.



	

	Department of Social Services

	Discussion
	· Ms. Monroe said that HEAP season opens Nov. 3. NYS is supposed to be putting an outreach packet that will be shared with the committee. 
· A new program, funded by Medicaid, will allow for a foster-care waiver. Cortland County will receive four waiver slots this year, and six next year. It will fund services for kids in foster-care, otherwise not funded by Medicaid, like vocational education, respite, crisis respite. Because of the Medicaid cap there is no cost to the county.

· DSS and the Youth Bureau have a consolidated services plan due in October. The report updates the services plan from 2007 through 2009.

· There is new State legislation that will require rigid regulations as to where sex offenders can live and how many can live together. Ms. Monroe said she is not sure how the legislation will be implemented, but it will require DSS, Office of Mental Health and Criminal Justice to work together. Ms. Monroe will keep the committee updated. 

· There is other new state legislation that will assist Child Protective Staff to view criminal cases directly, rather than going through the Freedom of Information process, which delays investigations. 


	


	Presentation
	Prescription Drug Discount Card 


	Discussion
	Ms. Price introduced Mike Maenza of Pro-Act, a division of Kinney Drugs. Mr. Maenza told the committee about a discount prescription drug program offered by Pro-Act. He said there is no cost to the county, and that the discounts come from the pharmacy directly. He said in similar counties, like St. Lawrence County, residents saved $2.5 million over three years. He said research shows that Cortland County has about 5,400 uninsured residents that could benefit from the program, and that this is an “either/or” program, meaning those with quality insurance would not participate in this program. Mr. Maenza said that if the county was interested in sponsoring the program, Pro-Act would do a direct mailing to all households in the county, with a discount card. The card is good at almost every pharmacy in the county. Mr. Schrader asked why Pro-Act needs the county to get involved, when they could just offer prescription drugs at a lower cost, and that by sponsoring the program the county would be endorsing Pro-Act as a private company, over  other companies, which is not a good idea.

Mr. Maenza said that Pro-Act is soliciting support from municipalities in an effort to offer legitimacy to the program, because many residents get inundated with health insurance material, and a county-sponsored program would make residents feel more comfortable. He also said that it is a political issue that would allow legislators to offer something to their constituents. Ms. Price pointed out that there are other companies who provide this service as well, but that the New York State Association of Counties has endorsed Pro-Act, primarily because it is a New York –based company. Ms. Price asked Mr. Maenza what the process would be to implement this program in Cortland County. Mr. Maenza said a resolution would have to be passed by the legislature, a “hold harmless” agreement would be signed, the discount card would be designed, a variety of publicity and press releases, and then a direct mailing of the cards. Ms. Price and Mr. Spaulding said the program sounded like a good idea. Mr. Tagliente said that if the drug companies can offer discounted drugs then they should do it on their own and it is not the job of the legislature to get involved. He would like to see this as a discussion item on next month’s agenda, and available to all legislators. Mr. Maenza said other counties have also put out RFPs to review other companies that offer similar programs. Mr. Schrader said he would contact the company endorsed by the National Association of Counties. Ms. Price asked for a  resolution to be prepared for the committee to act on, if they choose, at the next meeting.




	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding.  All members voting Aye. The meeting was adjourned.
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