	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	12/3/08
	8:30 AM
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 8:32 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; Larry Cornell; Dan Tagliente; Kathie Wilcox

	attendees
	Carol Deloff; Carl Bullock; Kristen Monroe; Judy Davison, Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard.

	not present
	John Troy. Mike McKee was excused

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Cornell made a motion to accept the minutes. Seconded by Mr. Tagliented.  All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes approved as printed. 


	Agenda topics

	Resolution ~ Area Agency on the Aging
NO.1 AND NO. 2 – Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Frozen Foods
                                 Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Paper Products

	Discussion
	Ms. Price called for a motion.  Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Tagliente. 

	

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Department of Social Services

NO. 3 – Amend Budget - DSS

	Discussion
	Ms. Price called for a motion.  Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Tagliente. Ms. Monroe said the money is being moved to cover a bill from State Office of Children and Family Services. This bill is a “retro” bill from 2002. Ms. Monroe said the bill is to cover juvenile delinquent children that are placed in state custody. Ms. Monroe said she knew this was an outstanding bill and that she had money in the budget, so she requested it be sent. She said other counties have not gotten bills yet. 

	

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Department of Social Services

NO. 4, 5, 6, 7 – Authorize Agreement – Daycare Services

                          Authorize Agreement – Foster Care

                          Authorize Agreement – Workforce Work Sites

                          Authorize Agreement – Various Agencies

	Discussion
	Ms. Price called for a motion to approve Agenda Item Numbers 4, 5, 6 and 7 as a block.  Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Monroe said the Daycare Servcies, Foster Care and Workforce sites are all the same as last year. The Various Agencies resolution includes Jennifer Genovese, which is new this year. She said the Food Bank of Central New York is also new, as they will be doing Food Stamp Enrollment this year. Ms. Wilcox asked if in the future if the agencies contracted with could include if the agreement was monetary or just a memorandum of understanding.  

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Department Reports:  

Area Agency on Aging – Carol Deloff

	Discussion
	· Ms. Deloff said there were budget reductions in the 2009 budget, and she has concerns with estimated revenues that come in through Meals on Wheels, as the revenue comes from a suggested donation, which may be increased from $2.25 to $2.75. Projected revenue was increased by $17,000 and she does not think that will be met. 
· Ms. Wilcox asked about an aging study being done by the Leadership Cortland group. Ms. Deloff said there is a study being done, but she has not heard back from the group yet about the exact focus of the study. Ms. Wilcox said if the study goes well it would be nice to have the present the findings to the committee. 

· Ms. Deloff said the Agency on Aging is promoting a Nintendo Wii Program at the Senior Centers. There is a Wii instructor that teaches how to play various games that keep seniors active. Ms. Price and Ms. Deloff noted they have tried bowling with the seniors and did not do so well.
· Since Nov. 15 the Aging office has seen over 200 clients for the Medicare Part D program. The program goes until Dec. 31. The office will open Saturdays, and has hired a part-time worker to help with the increased number of clients. 

	

	Employment & Training Grant Administration – Judy Davison

	Discussion
	· Ms. Davison said the E&T website has been moved and is now being hosted by Cortland County. 
· There is a new regional representative for the Cortland Cayuga region, named Dennis Donahue. 

· A $140,000 Partnership for Youth Grant program will not be extended after this year, due to state funding cuts. 

· Ms. Davison said that E&T is working on two sub-lease agreements. The first is with the Department of Labor, which is being held up because of a landlord disclaimer. She is working with Mr. Schrader about that. The other is for Cortland County’s election voting machines which are being store in the basement of the building. 



	

	Department of Social Services – Kristen Monroe

	Discussion
	· Ms. Monroe said that the recent County Attorney study referenced the possibility of  including the DSS attorney’s under the County Attorney’s Office. She referenced a letter that she sent to legislators regarding this idea, saying that there are a number of reasons that this is not a good idea. She said the largest concern is that DSS needs full-time attorneys that are familiar with DSS law, which is a specialized field of law. She also said having attorney’s on site to communicate with DSS staff is essential and occurs daily on an hourly basis. She said there would also be implications regarding funding being reimbursed from the state, and at first glance it appears the county has the potential to lose revenue. Ms. Price said the letter was well done and presents a good case that the idea of combining the two offices is not a good one. 
· Ms. Monroe said there were some cuts made to the budget that will result in shortfalls in some budget lines, specifically the Medicaid and overtime accounts. But she said that she feels confident that there are other locations in the DSS budget that money can be transferred to cover costs. 

	


	Office of the Aging Building Project

	Discussion
	Ms. Deloff told the committee about a study done by JCM Architects that was received at the Dec. 2 Buildings and Grounds Committee. She said she was not aware of the report coming out. Mr. Boylan said he would get copies from JCM to distribute to the legislature. Ms. Deloff said she is concerned about parking and space if Cooperative Extension would be included in the building proposed for the South Main Street property. Ms. Deloff said she has serious concerns about what the study includes and would like to see some changes made if the county plans to go forward with the project. 


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding.  All members voting Aye. The meeting was adjourned.
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