	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	9/10/08
	8:30 AM
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 8:31 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; Larry Cornell; Mike McKee; Kathie Wilcox; Dan Tagliente

	attendees
	Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Carol Deloff; Carl Bullock; Manny Lann; Kristen Monroe; Mark Suben, County Attorney; Kathie Arnold; Judy Davison; Robin Sandwick; Ashley Sramek.

	not present
	John Troy

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Spaulding moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. McKee. Ms. Wilcox made two minor corrections. All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes approved, with corrections. 


	Agenda topics

	Resolution ~ Area Agency on Aging

NO.1 – Authorize Agreement – Cortland County NY Connects.)

	Discussion
	Ms. Price called for a motion.  Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding

	Ms. Deloff stated this is the third year for the NY Connects program. The program provides for one point of entry for county services, regardless of age. 


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Area Agency on Aging

NO.2 – Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Nutrition, Miscellaneous Groceries and Frozen Foods

	Discussion
	Ms. Price called for a motion.  Mr. Tagliente moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. McKee

	Ms. Wilcox asked if there has been an increase in the cost of groceries for the county. Ms. Deloff said yes.

	

	Conclusions
	All members voted in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Area Agency on Aging

NO.3 – Amend Budget/Transfer – Department of Social Services

	
	

	Discussion
	Ms. Price called for a motion.  Mr. McKee moved the motion.  Mr. Tagliente seconded. 

	Ms. Monroe referenced a memo explaining the request, and said that money will be moved from regular payroll to overtime. The major cause for this is running at half-staff in Family and Children Services. Mr. Spaulding said that this is one area that we need to provide adequate funding for a program that is this important. Ms. Monroe said that this money is budgeted in regular payroll and available due to department vacancies. Mr. McKee asked about caseworkers failing the county’s probation period. Ms. Monroe said that there were 14 new hires this year, so the percentage passing probation is very good considering the level of experience of incoming employees. 

	

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Department Reports: 

Veterans Affairs – Mr. Bullock

	Discussion
	Mr. Bullock said in the month of August there were 379 contacts, an increase of 58 over July. Mr. Bullock said the office has a pool of volunteer drivers to transport vets to appointments at VA hospitals. Syracuse VA Hospital has adopted a policy that disqualifies any driver that has ever been convicted of DWI or DWAI. This could significantly decrease the volunteer pool. Mr. Bullock said that this is an unfair policy that could put an end to the volunteer driving program. Mr. Spaulding asked how local vets were informed of the various services provided by the county Veteran’s Affairs office. Mr. Bullock said he has been to all the Senior Centers in the area, and articles in the newspaper. Mr. Spaulding said it seems many local veterans are not aware of the services available. Ms. Price asked Mr. Bullock to provide flyers to legislators to distribute in their respective districts. Ms. Wilcox asked if doctors give referrals to the VA office. Mr. Bullock said doctors are not required to give referrals, so they don’t. Other doctors simply aren’t aware of the services that are available, or which vets are eligible. 

	

	Youth Bureau

	Discussion
	Mr. Lann introduced Ashley Sramek, an intern with the youth bureau. Ms. Sramek distributed information about the AmeriCorps program, which the youth bureau is active in. Mr. Lann said there will be a recruitment session held Sept. 18, and the program is sponsored by ten different agencies, of which one is the Cortland County Legislature. These agencies will also contribute to the living allowances for the AmeriCorps students. Ms. Wilcox asked about how the participating agencies were chosen. Mr. Lann said the sponsorships were available to any interested company. 

	

	Area Agency on Aging

	Discussion
	Ms. Deloff said a new food service helper has been hired in McGraw, which is the first time in a year there has been two people on staff there. A new driver has also joined the ranks. 
Ms. Deloff said October 3 is the 13th enrichment day with a  keynote speaker about the Power of Laughter. This is a series of 20 workshops. The department is also participating in the Health and Wellness Fair at the JM McDonald Complex on Sept. 27.

HEAP season does not open until Nov. 3, but people 60-years and above are already calling and the office has been busy. 

Ms. Price asked how the increased hours at the Truxton Sr. Center is progressing. Ms. Deloff said the approval to fill the new position is in the works. 

	

	Employment and Training


	Discussion
	Ms. Davison said the E&T department is getting ready for the annual financial review of the procurement systems. A review of a youth grant was just completed. The department is also working to finish converting the budget to the county format. 

Ms. Sandwick said that Senator Jim Seward attended the grand opening of the center several years ago, and when Gov. Patterson came to town Sen. Seward stopped in the office for a tour. 

Ms. Sandwick said a new and exciting program is the metrics grant.

A  technology-based learning system on computers, health-related

classes and other topics. A new computer lab is also making these

programs more accessible. Ms. Sandwick also talked about new

“green grant” that allows for companies to have an 80-hour paid work

experience to learn green technology. Five opportunities are

available, two of which are already taken by the Habitat for

Humanity group involved in the new house on the corner of

Tompkins and Delaware Ave.

 

	

	Department of Social Services

	Discussion
	Ms. Monroe said the temporary assistance unit is being overwhelmed by applications. Three temporary workers will be hired to assist in administering the county’s HEAP program.  


	Mr. Tagliente referenced a memo from Chairman Daniels, saying he disagreed with the statement of “partisan bickering” and that he was not aware of that, and that there is no place for that at the committee level.


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Tagliente made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 a.m. 
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