	Cortland County
Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	9/9/08
	10:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Waldbauer called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Gene Waldbauer; Vice Chairman; Tom Hartnett, Chad Loomis, Tony Piombo, Danny Ross and Don Spaulding 

	attendees
	Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Mark Suben, County Attorney; Katrina Spicer, Secretary to County Administration; Dave Hartnett, District Attorney; Lee Price, Sheriff; Jane Goldner, Probation; Dennis Whitt, County Auditor; Bob Duell, Fire & Emergency Management; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; and Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard

	not present
	Tom Williams, Chairman

	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to adopt two sets of minutes, one from the July 8, 2008 meeting and the other from the August 12, 2008 meeting.  Mr. Piombo seconded the motion
All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes from the July 8, 2008 meeting and the August 12, 2008 meeting were approved as printed.



	Agenda topics

	

	#1 RESOLUTION
Fire & Emergency

Management
	Amend 2008 Budget, Fire & Emergency Management, Truxton UHF Satellite Tower

	Discussion
	Mr. Waldbauer called for a motion.  Mr. Spaulding moved the motion.  Mr. Ross seconded.  No discussion concerning this resolution occurred.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed; resolution approved.

	

	#2 RESOLUTION Fire & Emergency

Management
	Authorize Agreement, Fire & Emergency Management, Satellite UHF Site, Truxton

	Discussion
	Mr. Waldbauer called for a motion.  Mr. Ross moved the motion.  Mr. Spaulding seconded.  No discussion concerning this resolution occurred.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed; resolution approved.

	

	#3 RESOLUTION

district Attorney
	Accept Grants/Authorize Agreements, District Attorney, Aid to Prosecution - DCJS

	Discussion
	Mr. Waldbauer called for a motion.  Mr. Spaulding moved the motion.  Mr. Piombo seconded.  Mr. Spaulding inquired as to what DCJS represented.  Mr. Schrader explained that it stood for Department of Criminal Justice Services.

	

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed; resolution approved.

	

	Deputy Sheriff Contract Negotiations Update

	Executive Session
	Mr. Schrader inquired as to the committee’s desire to be updated on the Deputy Sheriff’s Department contract negotiations.  He added that the committee would need to go into Executive Session for this or the members could wait and be updated at the Personnel Committee meeting on Thursday. 
Mr. Spaulding made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a Personnel issue.  Mr. Piombo seconded the motion.  All members present voted in favor of going into Executive Session with the exception of Mr. Ross.  The Judiciary & Public Safety Committee went into Executive Session at 10:04 AM.  In addition to members of the committee, Mr. Suben, County Attorney, and Sheriff Price remained in the room for Executive Session.  
The Judiciary & Public Safety Committee returned from Executive Session at 10:28 AM with nothing to report.  


	

	Mr. Waldbauer inquired if anyone had anything further to discuss.

	Lawsuits Status

	Discussion
	Mr. Loomis inquired as to the status of the various lawsuits.  Mr. Suben expressed that nothing has changed since the July meeting and these items have been covered in the minutes.  He added that there is nothing further to update.  Mr. Suben stated that the lawsuit regarding the Conflict Attorney is still on Judge Dowd’s desk and there has been no action in regards to the lawsuits concerning Mr. Schrader.  Mr. Schrader stated that there are 50(h) hearing scheduled for September 12th and 17th for the lawsuits involving Mr. Van Donsel and Ms. Leonard, respectively.  He added that there was a 50(h) hearing scheduled for Mr. Van Dee a while ago and Mr. Van Dee failed to appear in regards to his Notice of Claim.  Mr. Suben explained the need to hold hearings in a timely manner and the consequences of failing to do so.  Mr. Suben also stated that Mr. Schrader is not an expert on insurance as reflected in the July minutes.  Mr. Loomis inquired as to why the insurance covers the suit involving Ms. Leonard and not Mr. Van Donsel.  Mr. Schrader explained that the reason why there is an exclusion is the reason why we will win.  He added that a higher standard of defamation is held to a public official.  Mr. Loomis inquired as to how much has been paid regarding Mr. Schrader’s defense for these lawsuits.  Mr. Schrader stated that he would get that information to him.

	Alarm System Upgrade

	Discussion
	Mr. Loomis inquired as to the cost to upgrade our current alarm system. He added that he would also like to see the cost to include back up at the Tompkins Street location.  

	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Loomis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Piombo seconded the motion.  Mr. Waldbauer adjourned the meeting at 10:35 AM.

	Special notes
	


PAGE  
Cortland County Judiciary and Public Safety Committee Minutes                                    
September 2008

Respectfully submitted by Katrina J. Spicer, Secretary to County Administration

- 1 -


