	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	9/11/08
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross @ 8:07 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Steve Dafoe; John Steger; Carol Tytler

	attendees
	Dan Dineen, Planning Department; Sandy Price, Majority Leader; Larry Cornell, Legislator; Mark Suben, County Attorney; Syd McEvoy, CCE; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard

	not present
	Eugene Waldbauer

	Ms. Tytler moved for the adoption of the May 8, 2008 with corrections. Seconded by Mr. Steger.

All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes approved as printed.


	Agenda topics

	

	#1 resolution
	Accept funds/Amend Budget – Annual Operating Assistance, Planning Department

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee made the motion. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. Mr. Dineen said this is federal money passed through the state for the public transportation system. Ms. Tytler asked if this program is always done retroactively. Mr. Dineen said yes.

	Conclusions
	Resolution passed with all members voting aye. 

	

	Department Reports
	Cornell Cooperative Extension

	Discussion
	· Mr. McEvoy said the 4-H program had a very successful county and state fair, and discussed awards won by Cortland County residents. Cortland County had 158 still exhibits, the most in their time period at the State Fair.
· Cornell Cooperative Extension will have a float in the Bicentennial Parade. 

· Mr. McEvoy is working with the AmeriCorps and SUNY Cortland to find someone to work in the office and on community gardens. 

· The 4-H Fall fundraiser will be selling all local products, and the sale will run through October. 
· Mr. McEvoy discussed the Bike Safety Program and the Recycling Used Bicycles for Youth Project this year. Ms. Price asked about the possibility of using bikes confiscated from the Sheriff’s Department, rather than auctioning the bikes off for a very low price. Mr. McEvoy said there is a law that these bikes can’t be donated to the program. Mr. Suben asked for a copy of this law to evaluate. 

· The Family Fun Resource Center has expanded its hours and will also expand services to Cincinnatus. 

· Mr. McEvoy is looking for a part-time employee in the Nutrition Program, as two employees recently left. 

· A new person has been hired for the Farm Business Management program.

· The enrollment numbers at Camp Owahta were down this year, from an all-time high in 2007. Mr. McEvoy attributes this to the local economy. Mr. McEvoy said the final stages of discussions of putting two windmills on Camp Owahta property. Mr. McEvoy said there has been good general support of the idea, and that it could be used as an educational tool. 

· The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program did 531 returns for seniors in 2008, which is the capacity, unless additional employees are hired. A grant has been submitted to expand the program. 


	

	Department Report
	Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District

	Discussion
	· Ms. Barber told the committee that the McGraw Drainage project on North Street is complete and seems to be working well. 
· New dry hydrants are going in and should be done soon on Creel Road, Young’s Crossing and one in Cuyler. The Little York hydrant is in the works. 

· There have been 23 “Ag Projects” this year, including concrete pads, manure storage, fencing for grazing and more. These projects will be done this year and into next. 

· Looking for some municipal projects, and are hoping for some new funding, like stream-bank stabilization. The town of Harford has been targeted as one of these projects.  

· Three living snow fence sites are planned and site-prep work is being done for planting in the spring. One is near the Virgil Town Hall, and two others are in Homer. 

· The annual River Cleanup Day will be held Sept. 27. 

· Mr. Ross asked about the new flood maps. Ms. Barber said her office has reviewed the proposed maps and found what they believe to be errors and have passed this information on to FEMA. Ms. Barber said the DEC has indicated to the city that the SWCD’s report is adequate documentation for an official appeal, and the city has issued a letter for such an appeal. 

	

	LAP Committee

report
	Ms. Arnold distributed a letter of support for a grant application that would allow for a web-based ordering system of local products. The grant application deadline is Oct. 3. Mr. McKee said Chenango County has a similar program that works very well. Mr. Ross will sign the letter. 
Ms. Arnold distributed minutes of the LAP meeting, and said the committee has been focusing on the local farmers markets and potential alternate sites. One site is on the Church Street parking lot. The other is the parking lot adjacent to the Market Place Mall. The committee will continue to look into these two alternate locations. Mr. Schrader said the Church Street lot is only partially owned by the county and the other owner would need to give permission. Mr. Schrader also said the county would require adequate insurance coverage from the farmer’s market. Ms. Tytler said she has some information on insurance possibilities for farmer’s markets. Ms. Tytler said she will get a copy of the current liability insurance for Mr. Suben, and that she would talk to Mr. Baranello about the possibility of using the Church Street parking lot. Ms. Barber said the farmer’s market would need to overcome the need for electricity and restrooms at these sites. Mr. Schrader said that could create a problem at the Church Street because there is no personnel on the weekends. 

	Department report
	Cortland County Planning Department

	Discussion
	Mr. Dineen discussed the wind project, and said the four towns involved - Cortlandville, Homer, Solon and Truxton, want the county to be the lead agency in the SEQR process. Mr. Schrader said he thought it was determined that the county could not be the lead agency because the county is not a permitting agency. Mr. Dineen said that Pat Snyder said at a recent meeting that since the county may be entering into a PILOT agreement, they could be the lead agency. Mr. Schrader said the county does not enter into PILOT agreements, the towns do. Mr. Schrader said there is a uniform PILOT agreement that has been adopted by the legislature, but he strongly recommends not using it for this project. Ms. Tytler asked what the “Pros” and “Cons” were of being the lead agency. Mr. Dineen said that SEQR is an extremely long and complicated process that would involved engineering and environmental studies that have to be reviewed and approved by the lead agency, which may require experts on staff or hired consultants. Ms. Arnold said the cost of this process could be charged back to the company proposing the windmills. Mr. Schrader said the cost of the attorney would be prohibitive to being the lead agency, and that an expert attorney in this field would be a necessity. Mr. Schrader said there would be considerable political and public outcries against sponsoring a windmill project of this magnitude. Mr. Schrader said Wyoming County is in the process of installing 79 windmills and it would be wise to learn from that process. Ms. Tytler asked about the windmills in Madison County. Ms. Arnold said that Madison county has about 10 windmills, while this project is calling for 48. These towers are 492 feet tall with a 165 foot wingspan. This is considerably larger than those of Madison County. Mr. Schrader told the committee to consider that the proposal is not simply for windmills, but everything associated with them, such as new roads, sub-stations, building structures and an electrical grid. Ms. Arnold said she would ask Pat Snyder to attend a future meeting to discuss this project with the committee. Mr. Schrader suggested contacting an attorney by the name of Mark Gebo, who represented Lewis County in a similar project, and would provide that information to Mr. Suben’s office. 
Ms. Arnold said that Matt Brown has given a PowerPoint presentation on the negative impacts of these projects on local agriculture. Mr. Schrader said the project would require, by law, someone on site to monitor the environmental impact of the program. Mr. Dineen said such a person would be paid by the contractor, but hired by the county. Mr. Schrader said that the project would require new roads be built, and the county would be  a permitting agency for that aspect of the project, which could lead to the county being the lead agency. 
Ms. Price said that once the Broadband Subcommittee is done meeting, there has been discussion of creating an alternative energy sub-committee. 

Mr. McKee asked if there has been interest in the area regarding gas exploration. Ms. Barber said that a coalition is looking to form to pursue this. Mr. Schrader reminded the committee of an offer to drill under the landfill. 

Ms. Tytler said she needed information from Brenda DeRusso on the status of the Hazard Mitigation Grant. 

Ms. Arnold she would like to discuss the Farmland Protection Program at a future committee meeting. 

	


	Meeting Adjourned
	There being no further business, Ms. Tytler made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Steger. The meeting was adjourned.             

	Special notes
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