	Cortland County Judiciary and Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	8/12/08
	10:00 AM
	County Office Building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Williams @ 10:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Tom Williams, Chairman; Gene Waldbauer, Vice Chairman; Chad Loomis; Don Spaulding; Danny Ross; Tony Piombo

	attendees
	Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Dennis Whitt, County Auditor; Mark Suben, County Attorney; Lee Price, Sheriff; Nick Wagner, 911 Dispatch Supervisor; Jane Goldner, Probation Director; Robert Duell, Fire and Emergency Management;  Dave Hartnett, District Attorney; Keith Dayton, Public Defender; Brianne Parker, Secretary I; Eric Mulvihill, WHXC; Evan Geibel, Cortland Standard

	Not present
	Tom Hartnett - excused

	** Meeting Minutes from July are forthcoming as the room used was not conducive to recording. **

	Agenda topics

	Resolution ~ Fire/EM

NO. 1 – Authorize Agreement Fire & Emergency Management Cortland UHF Paging Site

	discussion
	Mr. Williams called for a motion.  Motion moved by Mr. Piombo.  Mr. Waldbauer seconded.  There was no discussion.

	

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Fire/EM

NO.2 – Accept Request for Proposal Fire & Emergency Management Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

	Discussion
	Mr. Williams called for a motion.  Mr. Piombo moved the motion.  Mr. Spaulding seconded.  There was no discussion.

	

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Fire/EM

NO.3 – Authorize Agreement Fire & Emergency Management State of New York – FFY 2008 LEMPG
	
	

	Discussion
	Mr. Williams called for a motion.  Mr. Piombo moved the motion.  Mr. Spaulding seconded.  There was no discussion.

	

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Sheriff’s Department

 NO.4 – Accept Grant/ Amend Budget Homeland Security Grant Program Sheriff’s Department

	Discussion
	Mr. Williams called for a motion.  Mr. Piombo moved the motion.  Mr. Spaulding seconded.  There was no discussion.

	

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Probation Department

NO.5 - Authorize Agreement/ Accept Funds Probation Department New York State Division of Probation and Correctional Alternatives (DPCA) (State Aid Funding for 2008)

	Discussion

Mr. Williams called for a motion.  Mr. Piombo moved the motion.  Mr. Spaulding seconded.  There was no discussion.

Conclusions

All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.



	Discussion
	Mr. Williams introduced Fran Casullo, who was contracted to conduct a study on the possible creation of a County Law Department through consolidation.  Mr. Casullo started by saying the he has completed a survey of 45% of the Counties in New York State and talked to each of the County Attorney’s.  He provided a handout of those Counties surveyed, including those immediately surrounding Cortland County with the exception of Onondaga County.  He also stated that he had met with the current County Attorney, County Administrator, County Auditor, Commissioner of the Department of Social Services, and seven of the former County Attorneys still living in the area.  In summary, it appears that the trend is to move toward having a full time position within the County Attorney’s Office.  He went on to state that it doesn’t necessarily mean that the County Attorney is full time.  It may mean that the position of County Attorney be parttime, but with a full time Deputy County Attorney subject to Civil Service status.  Mr. Casullo when on to state that approximately 25 Counties have moved to a County Law Department merging the Department of Social Services lawyers into one office.  He stated that his research is completed and was providing a preliminary verbal report today.  Mr. Williams inquired if Mr. Casullo would be able to comment on any legal impediments or ramifications of having a full time County Attorney.  Mr. Casullo stated that based upon his research, a majority of County Attorneys serve during and for the same term of the Legislative body.  He thought there was one County down state that worked off of a contract.  Mr. Williams asked if there were any questions for Mr. Casullo.  Mr. Williams stated that it was his desire to have a written report for Committee meeting in September.  Mr. Williams inquired of the County Attorney if a Local Law would be required to create a Law Department.  Mr. Casullo stated as this County is a non-charter county, that he believed that it would but he would research the matter.  Mr. Waldbauer asked if the creation of a Law Department would impact the Conflict Attorney.  Mr. Casullo stated that, without getting into the current lawsuit against the position, that this would not be included in the County Law Office.  Mr. Williams clarified that Mr. Casullo was charged with exploring the consolidation of staff attorneys, outside of prosecutorial and defense attorneys, into a Law Department.  Mr. Suben stated that the County Attorney’s Office is primarily charged with handling Civil matters where the Conflict Attorney’s responsibilities were more indigent defense of Criminal matters and these duties would not be appropriate for the County Attorney.  Mr. Schrader agreed.  Mr. Loomis asked for information on what the configuration of a Law Department would look like.  Mr. Williams responded that that was what Mr. Casullo was hired to develop.  Mr. Casullo stated that the County Attorney’s Office and the County Law Department would be one in the same in a smaller County.  He further stated that there could and should be some consideration given to a fulltime versus part time County Attorney and how many and what status of the assistant County Attorneys and how the County Attorney is selected.    

	

	Discussion
	Mr. Williams asked if he had anything to report.  The Sheriff stated that there wasn’t much to report but that they were busy and the budget is tight.  In response to an inquiry from Mr. Williams, the Sheriff stated that the jail population is down and has been for the last three months or so.  Mr. Williams asked what accounted for the lower population.  Captain Riggs stated that the State is moving State ready prisoners and parole violators quickly.  Mr. Williams inquired into the status of discontinuing monitoring the private alarms.  The Sheriff stated that the letter advising people of the discontinuation of the service went out last week.  Mr. Williams asked if we have received any response to this letter.  The Sheriff responded that we have not had any as of yet.   

	

	Discussion

Mr. Williams recognized District Attorney Hartnett who informed that Committee that he has conditionally hired two Assistant District Attorneys who are scheduled to start soon and have some good experience in the law, albeit not necessarily in criminal law.  



	Discussion

Mr. Williams recognized Probation Director Jane Goldner who stated that one new clerk position was hired and started yesterday.  In addition she stated that despite a reduction in the number of cases, her Department remains busy.  She stated that a change in the law caused some of the caseload to transfer to other County Probation Departments as the probationer is now a resident in the other County.  She indicated that approximately 20-30 cases fell into this change.  



	Discussion

Mr. Williams recognized Bob Duell who inquired as to the status of an agenda item from last month’s meeting regarding the creation of Investigator’s during an disaster of State of Emergency.  Mr. Williams indicated that the Coroner’s were supposed to come to this Committee with additional information, however he has not heard anything from them. Mr. Williams inquired if Mr. Schrader had heard anything.  Mr. Schrader stated that he had not heard anything either, has not had any conversations with either of them nor was he aware of the issue.  Mr. Duell stated that the issue arose from a disaster preparedness meeting with the Public Health Department.  Mr. Williams stated that at this point the ball was in their court. 



	Meeting Adjourned
	Motion to adjourn at 10:21 AM by Mr. Spaulding; Seconded by Mr. Waldbauer

	Special notes
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