	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	8/12/08
	8:30 AM
	County Office building
Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. McKee @ 8:42 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Mike McKee, Chairman; John Steger, Vice Chairman; Danny Ross;

Chad Loomis; Kathy Arnold, Newell Willcox

	attendees
	Scott Schrader, County Administrator, Don Chambers, Highway Superintendent; Dennis Whitt, County Auditor; Mark Suben, County Attorney; Sandy Price, Majority Leader;  Brianne Parker, Secretary I; Eric Mulvihill, WHXC; Brian Noteboom; Amanda Barber, Soil & Water; Stacy Russell, Bob Buerkle, Dave Hicks, 

	not present
	Tom Hartnett- Excused

	Mr. Steger moved for the adoption of the July 8, 2008 minutes as printed.
Mr. Loomis seconded the motion.

All members voting in favor; None opposed; Minutes approved as printed.

	Agenda topics

	Resolution ~ Highway 
No.1  Amend Budget/Transfer Funds 

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Mr. Ross seconded the motion. 

Mr. Chambers said that with the unprecedented rise in asphalt and construction materials they needed to modify the budget.   The Multi Modal grant that they originally anticipated getting in 2000 – by the time the contract was done it was either late 2007 or early 2008.  So, the revenue they got from the work they did on Locust Ave would not come back into the budget as they had originally planned.  Therefore, it wasn’t used originally in the 2008 budget so this is amending the budget to receive revenue that they already had been awarded and already had in the contract to pay for the project this year that they desperately need to have paid.  Mr. Chambers stated that it will have -0- impact on taxes because it is in the revenue they already anticipated getting; however, it was not in the 2008 budget. 

Mr. McKee questioned what Multi Modal was and what kind of money this was. 

Mr. Chambers stated that is was a NYS grant received directly through Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton’s office. 

Mr. McKee asked if anyone else had any further questions or comments; then called for a vote.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Highway

NO. 2  Award Bid Installation of Power and Control Circuits for the County Fuel System 

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Steger moved the motion.
Mr. Loomis seconded. 

Mr. Chambers talked about having a lot of experience over the last several years with numerous problems with circuitry at the fuel island at the County High Way Department.   He had this project funded in 2008 budget to replace the circuits.  They had put some specifications together and put it up for bid and this was the result of the two bids.  

Mr. Chambers went on to say that this has been an on going maintenance problem and even this year they have spent several thousands of dollars just to keep the old system running so it is a cost they have in the budget, it is funded, and it will come right from this account they have in the Highway Department to pay for this repair. 

Mr. McKee asked if there would be any downtime.

Mr. Chambers noted there would be minimal down time and it should be an easy switch right over from one to the other.  He stated that the old system ties into the very old building at the Highway Department.  The building with the large stack.  Now they will be going into the truck garage and tying into the conduits there.  

Mr. Chambers said they will be working with the County’s IT Department to do that connection and Mr. Corpora and Mr. Hess  were already over at the Highway to look at the situation and did not feel that tying into the data lines  would present an issue.  These lines will eventually go over to  the new shop where Mr. Hick’s has office and where he monitors the fuel system. 

Mr. McKee asked what the outcome was with the Extinguishing System and if it was installed

Mr. Chambers stated that it was not yet installed and they were still getting contracts for it.  He said it was moving forward but they have not started on that project as of yet. 

Mr. Loomis asked what the account D51105. was specifically for. 

Mr. Chambers said it was for multiple items.  That account is also the one used for fire suppression and the sanitary sewer lift station.  He stated that there were multiple projects that were being paid out of that account and he said there were funds to cover this amount. 

Mr. Loomis questioned whether they were within their budget and Mr. Chambers said yes.

Mr. McKee asked for any more questions or comments; then called for a vote.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Highway

NO.3  Authority Access/Use of county Property Little York Lake Crossing 

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Ross moved the motion.  Mr. Loomis seconded. 

Mr. Chambers explained that this resolution was actually brought to him by Ms. Barber from Cortland Soil & Water Conservation District.  Ms. Barber had been working with the Fire Department so he felt that she should be the one to discuss this. 

Ms. Barber stated that they received some funding to install dry hydrants.  They investigated a number of sites requiring emergency management and the actual fire department as well.  Ms. Stacy Russell is the Natural Resource Programs Specialist and she is working on the natural field side of this.  

Ms. Barber clarified that they originally did identify a site; they wanted to put in a dry hydrant within the park area.  After discussion, the fire chief talked with Mr. Chambers and it was decided to move the location down by the dam.  They felt that having the hydrant down by the dam would be a better idea so that winter access would not be an issue.  This would eliminate having to drive into the park and having to plow it out or keep it open in order to have accessibility in the winter.  

The resolution is asking for the County to allow access to that property to construct the hydrant.  Ms. Barber spoke to Mr. Suben regarding this.  Ms. Barber drafted up a MOU and they are going back and forth working on this. 

Ms. Barber stated that ultimately they want to have water available.  Originally, they were trying to find something in the southern part of the Town of Preble but feel that this new location would be a good place. 

Mr. McKee questioned how many different hydrant projects had she done throughout the county since she started.

Ms. Barber that that this is the 1st chance she received funding to do this and hope that there will be five in total.

Mr. McKee called for a vote.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Resolution ~ Highway
NO. 4 Authorize Exemption From Tipping Fees, River Clean-Up, Cortland county Highway Department.


	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Steger moved the motion.  Mr. Willcox seconded.

Ms. Barber stated that this was the 12th annual river clean up that the Soil and Water District sponsored and is in conjunction with the Water Quality Coordinator which is a member of different agencies in the county and there has been a minimal cost to the county with respect to the garbage and not charging it to be dumped.  

Ms. Barber said that this has been a great community project and it is the 2nd year that it has been opened up not only to a specific reach of the river but to other bodies of water in the county.   This allowed for people coming in from Cincinnatus or McGraw area to be able to clean up in their own communities and then bring the trash back to a central location.  

They have a private hauler who donates the dumpsters and they try to separate the metal from the trash prior to it being hauled away.

Mr. Steger asked when it was going to take place. 

Ms. Barber said that it was originally supposed to be on September 13 but then changed the date to the 27th.  She said they normally try to schedule this in the early part of September so as to deal with the high water issues and they also wanted the school kids to have a full week of school and be settled in with all their classes.  However, the 13th is the Bicentennial Parade and they decided from a community perspective that they should not conflict with this event and they chose to schedule it for the 27th.  

Ms. Barber said it is always a gamble with regards to the weather and how high the water levels may be.  Generally, they have always been successful when doing these clean ups. 

Mr. Chambers interjected that they were proposing a date change.  Mr. Chambers also asked that Ms. Barber have whatever hauler they use present a letter to his weigh scale operator so that the operator knows where this particular load of trash is coming from.  She said they did this in the past and will do so the same this time. 

Mr. Chambers said that it worked out well last time. 

Mr. McKee asked if there were any more questions; then called for a vote.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Discussion
	 Recycling Center – Fluorescent Bulbs & Bulbs

	Ms. Price questioned if it would be possible for the recycle center to accept fluorescent light bulbs and batteries.
Mr. Chambers said it was something they are addressing with household hazards collection firm.  It is something they did once a year and they did press the issue to be an on going program but that it presented a hazard that Mr. Chambers did not know if his current personnel were trained to do this.  
Ms. Arnold asked what they could do with regards to storage and again Mr. Chambers said that this could be an issue.   Ms. Arnold thought that these items were going to the local land fill and felt that this was a more of an issue.  Mr. Chambers said that fluorescent bulbs were added to the collection list. Mr. Chambers said that he would have to look into this further with regards to storage, regulations, and requirements. 




	Discussion
	Discussion and Reports – Surplus Equipment

	Mr. Chambers said that he handed this report out to everyone prior to the meeting.  It was a preliminary list and he was going to let Mr. Dave Hicks have the floor.  Mr. Hicks said there were two lists and started to discuss the individual items that he felt would be going to different locations.  He discussed the first auction being in Lansing and being held September 13, 2008 and the second auction being in Onondaga County and being held on October 25, 2008.  He discussed the differences in the two auctions.  He discussed one vehicle maybe sent over to Buildings and Grounds and further discussed the cars may be used in certain departments such as the Sheriff’s Department, Soil and Water Conservation and others.  Mr. Hicks discussed the experience he has had in regards to these auctions.  He explained the reason why the wheel loader was being sent to Onondaga County was that revenue was made at that auction last year.  He discussed the cars from the Sheriff’s Department and the fact that they have multiple issues relating to them.  Mr. Chambers explained that the lists contain vehicles from departments other than the Highway Department.  
Mr. Willcox made a motion to approve this preliminary list of vehicles going to the two different auctions and to be auctioned off at those auctions.  Mr. Ross seconded the motion.  

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Ms. Price explained that over the past weekend she received a letter and a petition that was appropriate to bring the Highway Committee and stated that she would like to do at this time.  Committee members made no objects.  Ms. Price distributed copies of the letter and petition to committee members.  She explained that a constituent has submitted a letter and a petition with approximately 100 names in regards to the South Cortland/ Virgil Road in the Town of Virgil.  She explained that the letter and petition are to make the County of Cortland aware of a problem on that road.  The letter explained that with the increase number of residential homes on this road and a beauty salon in operation six days a week.  The letter stated that the road is in need of repair.  The letter further explained that it is becoming increasingly dangerous to operate a vehicle at any give speed.  The letter stressed the need for repairs to be made to the road.   Ms. Price expressed that this letter does address a genuine concern.  Mr. Chambers explained that this road is on the schedule for repairs.

	

	Mr. Chambers and Mr. Buerkle explained that the FAA trip has been rescheduled for September 10, 2008.   

Mr. Willcox explained that he received correspondence from Mr. Mack in regards to a proposal sent to the FAA.  Mr. Buerkle explained that a preliminary proposal was sent to the FAA with alternatives for them to review prior to the meeting scheduled for September 10, 2008.  Mr. Willcox inquired if the proposals ever went before this committee.  Mr. Buerkle stated that they have not yet because they are still in the preliminary phase and discussed the process involved before these projects are finalized.  

	 

	Ms. Arnold made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a litigation issue.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Ross.  The Highway Committee went into Executive Session to discuss a litigation issue.

Mr. Willcox made a motion to move out of Executive Session.  Mr. Ross Seconded the motion.  The highway Committee adjourned from Executive Session.

	

	Conclusions
	Mr. McKee asked if there are any more questions and called for a

	motion to adjourn.


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Loomis moved the motion to adjourn, Ms. Arnold seconded and meeting was adjourned @ 10:00 AM.

	Special notes
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